
Curriculum Committee
January 18, 2024



Agenda

• Pennsylvania State Graduation 
Requirements

• Tunkhannock Area School District 
Graduation Requirements

• 2024/2025 Tunkhannock Area High School 
Course Catalog

• Review Draft of ELA Curriculum for grades 3-
7 and 9-12



Pennsylvania State 
Graduation 

Requirements



Pennsylvania 
State 
Graduation 
Requirements

• Credit Requirements

o 24 Credits

o 23 Credits for students 
attending 2 years of 
Career and Technical 
Education (CTE)

o 22 Credits for students 
attending 3 years of 
Career and Technical 
Education (CTE)

• Course Requirements

o Algebra 1 (Keystone Exam)

o Geometry

o US History

o US Government

o World History

o Science grade 9

o Biology (Keystone Exam)

o English 9

o English 10 (Keystone 
Exam)



Tunkhannock Area School 
District Graduation 

Requirements



TASD 
Graduation 

Requirements

• Credits Required: 26

o English = 4 credits

o Math = 3 credits

o Science = 3 credits

o Social Studies = 3 credits

o Phys Ed/Health = 1 credit

o Humanities Electives = 2 credits

o Electives = 10 credits



English = 4 Credits

• English 1 (grade 9) REQUIRED

• English 2 (grade 10) REQUIRED

• English 3 (grade 11) REQUIRED

• English 4 OR Speech and 
Debate (grade 12) CHOOSE 1

Math = 3 Credits

• Algebra 1 (grade 8 or 9)  REQUIRED

• Geometry (Modern or Honors)  REQUIRED

• Elective

oAlgebra 2 (Modern or Honors)

oMath Applications

oPre-Calculus

oCalculus

oTrigonometry

oProbability/Statistics



Science = 3 Credits

• Science 9 REQUIRED

• Biology REQUIRED

• Elective

• Astronomy

• CSI

• Chemistry (honors, AP)

• Physics

• AP Physics 1

• AP Physics 2

• AP Biology

• Anatomy & Physiology 1

• Anatomy & Physiology 2

• Ecology

• Zoology

Social Studies = 3 Credits

• US History 1 REQUIRED

• US History 2 REQUIRED

• American Government REQUIRED



• Health/Physical Education = 1 Credit

• Electives = 10 Credits

• Humanities Electives = 2 Credits



Course Selection by 
Grade Level



Subject Required Number of 
credits

Graduation 
Credit

Graduation 
Credit

Credits 
Completed

Math Algebra 1 2 credits 1 Math 1 Elective 1/3
English English 1 1 credit 1 English 1/3
Social 
Studies

US History 1 1 credit 1 Social Studies 1/3

Science Science 9 1 1 Science 1/3
PE PE 9 .25 .25 PE .25/1
Elective 1 1 Elective 2/10
Elective 1

FRESHMAN
Students have 1-2 electives (6.25 credits earned)

Subject Required Number of 
credits

Graduation 
Credit

Graduation 
Credit

Total 
Credits

Math Geometry 1 credit 1 Math 2/3
English English 2 1 credit 1 English 2/4
Social 
Studies

US History 2 1 credit 1 Social Studies 2/3

Science Biology 1 1 Science 2/3
PE PE .25 .25 .5/1
Health Health .25 .25 .75/1
H Elective 1 1 H. Elective 1/2
Elective 1 1 Elective 2/10
Elective 1 1 Elective 3/10
Elective 1 1 Elective 4/10

SOPHOMORE 
Students have 4 electives. (8.5 credits earned)



Subject Required Number of 
credits

Graduation 
Credit

Graduation 
Credit

Total 
Credits

Math Math Elect 1 credit 1 Math 1 3/3
English English 3 1 credit 1 English 1 3/4
Social 
Studies

American 
Government

1 credit 1 Social Studies 1 3/3

Science Science Elect 1 1 Science 1 3/3
H Elective H. Elect 1 1 H. Elective 1 2/2
Elective 1 1 Elective 1 5/10
Elective 1 1 Elective 1 6/10
Elective 1 1 Elective 1 7/10
PE PE 11 .25 .25 .25 1/1

Subject Required Number of 
credits

Graduation 
Credit

Graduation 
Credit

Total 
Credits

English English 4 OR 
Speech and 
Debate

1 credit 1 English 4/4

Elective 1 1 Elective 8/10
Elective 1 1 Elective 9/10
Elective 1 1 Elective 10/10
Elective Including Co-op 1 1 Elective
Elective Including Co-op 1 1 Elective
Elective Including Co-op 1 1 Elective
Elective Including Co-op 1 1 Elective

SENIOR
Students have 7-8 electives. (8 credits earned)

JUNIOR
Students have 5 electives. (8.25 credits earned)



Tunkhannock Area High School 
Course Catalog Changes for 

2024/2025



• Grade 12 – Choice between English 4 and Speech and 
Debate as an English Core Credit

• AP Courses- Requirement for all students taking AP 
courses to take the AP Exam(s).  This requirement will be 
in place as long as the District pays the cost of the AP 
Exams for students.

• CTE Course – Minor language change in course 
description.  All course content remains the same.



ELA Curriculum Review
Grades 3-8, 9-12



What is a Power vs. Support Standards

What is a Power Standard?

Power Standards do not represent all that 

you are going to teach.They represent the 

minimum a student must learn to reach 

high levels of learning.

What is a Support Standard?

Supporting standards are taught within the 

context of the Power Standards, but do not 

receive the same amount of instruction. These 

are often viewed as instructional scaffolds 

that allow students to understand, internalize, 

and apply the more rigorous and comprehensive 

Power Standards.



Grades 3-4 ELA Curriculum Summary



Grades 5-6 ELA Curriculum Summary



Grade 7 ELA Curriculum Summary



Grades 9-10 ELA Curriculum Summary



Grades 11-12 ELA Curriculum Summary



High School 
Independent Reading

• Books chosen for independent reading 
or choice reading will be available for 
students grades 8-12.

• Students that choose a book for a 
course grade will be given a form to 
complete with the student's name and 
book title.

• Forms will be sent home for parent 
signature.
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